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FREMANTLE EASTERN BYPASS  

62. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
The Opposition has argued that the much maligned and despised Fremantle eastern bypass should be built 
because it has always been part of the metropolitan plan.  Can the minister shed light on how this road was 
included on the metropolitan plan? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  I know that he and the member for Riverton are vitally interested in this 
question, as is my good friend and colleague the Attorney General.  It is an important issue.  I am happy to have 
this opportunity to provide some interesting information to the House.  Far from the bypass being a logical result 
of good planning, it appears to have been the result of naked, vested interest.  The original scheme was very 
different.  I will shed some light on this issue, as revealed by journalist Clive Simmons in an article published in 
the Fremantle News.  Mr Simmons interviewed the man who planned and designed this road, Peter Woodward, 
who was a senior engineer with De Leuw, Cather and Company in the mid 1960s.  He then went on to act on 
various government committees, and became president of the Royal Automobile Club of Western Australia.  He 
retired in 1996.  At the time that Mr Simmons conducted this interview, Mr Woodward was employed as a 
consultant by the Ministry for Planning.  Members need to understand that this man was charged with the 
responsibility for planning -  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  By whom?  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  By the Government of the day.  It was his task to plan and design this road.  The article 
quotes Mr Woodward as saying -  

“You know, I’ll tell you a funny thing.  It turned out that the road went right through Sir Charles 
Court’s house, and he got to thinking that the road was not such a good idea, and so the result of that 
was that it was moved to Fremantle.   

What he went on to say was very instructive. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Mr Speaker, I want an opportunity to share these comments with the House. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Mr Woodward further states -  

We didn’t think of the environment much in those days.  I shouldn’t tell you this, but if you look at all 
the freeway systems, most of them were planned through wetlands, because that was the way to go.  
You never worried about open space.  God, my head will roll for saying that.  I still do some work for 
the Ministry of Planning, you know.” 

That was Sir Charles Court’s contribution to rational transport planning.  His son was obviously not as 
enthusiastic about his dad’s plan.  He was presumably aware of the history.  When, during an interview with 
Clive Simmons for the Fremantle News of November 2000, Mr Court was presented with the proposition that 
most people in Fremantle did not want this road, he replied -  

(Sigh) Well, I can accept that, but we don’t proceed with any of these projects until we can gain broad 
community support for them. 

I can imagine how long we would have to wait to get broad community support for the Fremantle eastern bypass.  
The interview continued -  

Q. With respect, it’s being presented to them as a fait accompli.  Do you think you will get broad 
community support for it? 

Mr Court replied -  

A. Well, put it this way, the road hasn’t been a top priority.  There’s plenty of pressure around the 
state to do other works first. 

This shows, in the first instance, that from father to son there was no logical plan for this road.  It was naked, 
vested interest to get the western suburbs freeway out of the areas of Dalkeith and Peppermint Grove.  That mob 
never intended to build it.  They left it in the scheme to avoid addressing the real issues of how to deal with ever-
increasing freight volumes.   
 


